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furthe Zut I thlnk here T'm sglkinﬁ mro as en sutslda

Oksé/kar than s»eaking zgfanythlng that grew out »of my odnpactz.

Qs To come up ¢n tha CY4 perind, the Guantemalan anisnde, uwasg the

Justemalan goveramsnt oompletely taken avar by the Conaunis ts at

thils time?

Blasell: I think it's falr to sey thet it was. How, tH ba sure,
tris doesn't mean for n moment thet all o the burssucrecy, all

of the officlals, cortalnly it “ossn't msen that & ma jority of

the nllitery offlosra he? suddenly baenwe Cormunists by canvicetisn,
i think, quire the ravorse. Bur thare's ao Asubt that
srbenz wus 8 cﬂﬂv.“ceﬂ Communist, ©0 the extent T wHnld sgy that

Castro is today, sn? thore's no Asubt that tx9 ar three »f the key
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penpls rround him wers nenple that ke had brought in, vho wers nf
the ssme persuasi-n, and tha Communists were well An their way

T2 eousdlidnting thoir hnld on the coruntry,

Q: In any ewsant, the cantrmlle? the ey parts of the bur@aucracy,

Blssell: They controlled the lovars of powe», in effect, yes,

Q: How auch of a ecaloulstaed ris¥X wes this, looking back? hat

were The chances of any ovort lantercessinn finelly beo~ming

) =
necagsayry? < A

)
Sissell: Vell, Allen Dullss s £sn4 of aunting en interview

he had wlth the Vrasident, and my reoollection 1= thet Allen
~quote? the oddem as less then even that wa woul? be suocsssful,

I think he sald, batter than LO percest but less then evem., Va's
algs fond of saylng thst ths ‘rosident seld, "If you've goﬁ nAdg
thet favoreble in a nilitary nperation,gs shesd an? gle 1t e try,"
or woris tn that offect. I taink if soutt agk my jJulzmens, as

test I can remewbor i%, bﬂfore thw ovent, I would have M otad 1%

less than even, or maybe 2bout even, but no botter than even,

G: Sn Allen Dullss may have besn hodgling fust a 1letle bte,

Bissell: Just a 1lttle bit, but not very much. T think ft's mir
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to say thet =- £9 make the tnoviteble ormparissn =- thit the
rognoneible penple closs to the uatemalan nperation wrllA have
‘ziven 1 v, belore 1t nccurred, s 1@336: chance af success than
siailay peoplo would have gliven the Bay of Plgs »neratinn,

bafore 1t occurrsd, AN
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Qithat vere the major factors milibxtlngvagaid§§'sucoeas?

 Bissell: "h, maroly thrt the rebel forece unier (Carles) Castillo
Prnell :j

;rmes was s» extremely fall and 11ll=trel nod, My reocnllactinon

€5 that tho so=-gslled land force that lnvads? duatemsla wng

~less than 200 people, &n? thare woro about four obsnleto small
alrerat™t in "moratisn s8¢ eny glven time, I 45n't mem four in
the air at snce. I mssn thow ware prabadbly faur {n repalr sn

say givon day. They used? to fly over Uyrtomala end Trap 8 fow

boubs, snd interspersa thase oulte liberally with emnty (ooca

Cnla bottles which made tha saws gound ant mére sbout a8 effeotiva,
2 thinke. Sp it was tols sort of oparstion, This was ths reason,
£Ad7 $ha suatemalan Aray, st laast onpaper, was a substantial
forco, end at lsast as well srmod, If not bstter armed. It is

trus that ths Arbonz regims wasn't able %2 contest orntrol of the

alr, sach as it wss, or at lasast Aldn't,

Q: 9a the nthar sivs of the guestion, what were the cructal

feotors gilving the Castills 2Armas forcos and y-ur effort strength?
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Blssell:  ’re victsry cemo sbout, In that operati~n, when ;

srbanz! norve wont, when his norve ovacked, whon ho decidad he
¢>ulda's win.  There were, I think, two major fevelanmnts that
brousnt that rbout, I think *he mrst “ecisive wns the brmbing
that lfve describa?, Thls brubing 413 extrasrdiner!ily little

denags to anything, but there wore afraraft over his canital oltrw,

in the &lr, sn? they were Aropping shinza that mede a loud notse.
{hen you remsmbtor the climax of thls wes & successful bambing of &
milivary fortrass or citsdel vhare a lot of muditinng »a? been

moved up from that Ssedlsh vessecl san %he Atlentic coast, an? thls

mado & bly oxplosisn. I 4-n't think ltlkilleﬁ mre than thres nr.
four penple, military -ennls, end no others, T 49n't know how
sorisus the scsual los~ of the manltisnsg was, Ttm sure 1t was nnat
deoisive, 32ut thils was & vary psychologleslly irmpressive evant,

a “ensnstratinn 5f the potential power oFf aly, oven this nrimttive

eir force.

Now, the nthor thing that haprensd was that thara was
actually a 1ittle fighting on thegoun? at that locstisn, absrut 100
or 75 miles away from Gustermela City, whors the invastion ceme in.

Ther2's & junction thsre oa the Internatinnsl Central smpricen

“slluey. 4Ant afver this fight, a train pulled into Cuntemala City

with I guess & fow brdles and qulte a number of wounted government
troops. I have always fel%, myself, that this viviA evi‘tence
thnt there wes & resl fizht, that this was not a mere nansr

exarclse, that this was not g9ing %0 bo & case "f sort of m
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13th zentury confr~ntnt1ﬂn, with the tun sralss “rawn up an?

tho stronser Mme fs econcegled the field. I've always “olt that
this he? & wmajor impsct on Ardbenz' nerve. |

How, thare is »ne ~thsy thing, &nd thntlia thret his antire

crmuniceti-ns wems Alsrupted, s he 4i4n't Imnw what was zoing »n
at the front. e "ear™ oonfused rumors ghing hack, an? =s Iin |
- any such sltwm tion, wildly 4ifferant rugors, It is my balisf achng

at a tims when ho was in the greatest uncerta'nty, end T'm aure |
tiwnt there vere s me reports thet a whole welleeuinped A4lvisisn

£ troops wes comning in, en? thera wera nther ranarts that not ruoh

wss happoning == an? than suifenly wounted bagin to errive. I ' —
' A
believe this sgjuenca Nf events had a vory powerful impaot, ﬂ; QA
' v xy
I think t"inally thet »ne thing we all of um ronded ¢ /

“
n

overlook, when 'n sdivance of the event wo thought thet "hare was
" battar than en even chance 2 suceoss, If thrt «= T think vwe

tonded ¢2 overlook simply the massivanass af U8 poawer, viowed

from “rbenz' positisn. ~isting around in ¥Washlngton, we werae ell
eware of the l.mitations on the use of force., We were ruaning a
supoosedly unavowed little militery nperatisn. # e knew how ALrel oult
1t was aven t2 geot tws more alroraft dswn there and in sctiom,

using the ochannels thet wo 8d to use %o replacae on that rAn off

a runviey snd aodther nna that was Aswmaged, ¥We lmew row few, ant

~ what low quallty peonle, Armas hs? recrulted, We knew how 11ttle
they wera truinad. All of thecze things ware very vivid in our sy s,

I think 1t was easy £or us to forget that Arbonz folt himself ud
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agatnas tho might of She United Strtes, nnd quite noantlbly the
impsct " hiz of the speclfic evonts, local e vonts that I've
doscrivad, 485 that it mry simply have parsuaded him that the

B waslin errnest, and 1f thono masans proved vo bs 'nsu“fleient,
then nthor stronger weans would be usod, This —ay hawva oantributh
t> the ¢oillepse of "is narva, But it was the broeking of hils

narve thaet ended thils rigbt. 

G: veg he pretty much ¢ slling his own shats &t that time? “hare

wasn't a cluster of menbehind him?

Bisgnll: There were twd or three, but I balleve he was the untige

suted boss,

Qs 1Is it your undsrstending thnt the United Stateas would have

;ntervonoé te this afforb_haa felled?

Bisssll: Far fromit, I think that was anything but settled,
Anything but,

Q3 sctually thore was uo Hdeclslion?

Bissell: there wss ns 4 e60ision, but evea that, from my reosld otinn,

wauld be idaccurate, bacause thet Implieg that the alternativs,

Lo
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Af{ract oven U3 tntervention, ha' alresady been Atacusned, considared
end plennad for, es a prasible alternative, and T thin% that's nat
tha case. The pallcy gul~fance we haAd was that thars wes not to

e dAirect U8 intsrvontion,

S You mentisned thut ~rbenz was not getting ocoamunicetisns. This

wes bacanuse rebel sotion hat ocut thom? /o

i1ssells In part, yes. #n? Inpart sonsiax jammfng that wo 414,

4: In your teking anothef 199k a% those factora, y-u've expressed (R
some qualirlcetions that aeom tn be basad on just hodw Much you

really 414 £ind out ebout what was goi-g sn #own there. ™as this

a e>ntinuing problem, nnt balng sble to got as thorough Intslligonoce

as y>u needasd, alther before or durins such an 2p racion, o

sven sftarwaris in @ postemdrteming sonse?

Bissalli I think we had oretty good Intelligénce, but you sae
the U8 Ymhassy in Ghatemala City remained open throughrut, so
thers were really o’ntlnual conversatinns with neopls still
officially in the Arbanz rogime. I think thersfore that wo wors

eble, &8 the nperation nivgressed, t take the pulase nf tha other

sile pretty well, 3y msin Asubtsx ers thet I think 1t's very
herd t5 tell what went on in the ninds of nno or perhaps as

wany 88 tw» oy three key penple, and what ware the tooulses “hat
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1lad sthem t» dectlde at a certaln point that they weps llckeAd,
Q: Da you rocall $ho names Of the 2ther o5ne or two laating persons?

Lissall: I d4-n't. I'9 heva t9 4o some looklag up $5 remembey

those, or £ind thsna,

St vhst kKind of & moasurs wers you able to take of pudlic apinion
or prdulsyr »pind M within suatemsela, as sy as the ’Arbsnz

" regimo goes and the Armas rebela? /(7”\?>

C =
'.\'. /

#lsgalls I think maelly, vary little reltabi;iﬁé;sure. Yo ware,
af coures, In cémmnnicat?on, clansdastinaly, with lots »f in'le

vidaals ant groups In Guetemale that were appossd to ‘rbanze AS
the soms time, it wss protty clear that he hed numariocally qulta-

e 1o% of suppoart £ro:n lebor end gvme from the peasenta, not very

much, I think, bocouse the peasants in most of those osuntrles are
a very inartlculéta olement of tho populetinn, with very little
tndepaniont politlcsl involvement »f trslr own, T Tnink,
tharefors, I repest that we wapre gware nf & falr numrer or
dtssidents, but T don's think that we were in any poaltinn t»

\

ﬁstimate thas suoch snd such 2 parcentepo of the populatisn was

ta support of Arbsnz op onnosed to hin,

: “are you even in a »ositisn to Aetarmine what provpaortion »f
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them knew what kind of a governmont he wes trylng $° bring sbout?

Blgsell: If you-sny, Actarating roupgh propsrti-ms, that may fmnly
even =Oore aceurscy than we oould achlave, T think we 414 feel
thet thore was & larga and growlag circle »f the relatively nmall
literats olass in the e¢ountry, or pnlltioﬁllyactive claass 1n the

- gduntry, who kosw that he was a Coumunist and was 1n a’liance

sith Communism,. Howsver, meny of them not themselves Communists

tn any Aoctrinalre sense nrobal:ly were sufflclently antleimerican

s6 thoet they round this en ecceptable political edloretisn, 8o

-I think you havs to distingulsh botweon an awaranoss 2 et lesst W

Cammunist support for Arbsng, ani s oonscloug opposlitisn to hin

. ,\.5/“.\},;\\
on those grounis. [ "
i 2
\%, &/

RV

laes

Q: ¥ed the sohism among the Communlsts taken place in Custemala

at that time?

Slsse>lt This wss befors the mginaings of any bresk batwoen the
Zuasisns end the Chinsse, Tha® was not a factor,
Q: Durtng this poriod, to what extent If any were you in touch

with key lecaters in sther Latin fmarlcen countries? ™ne nema

comes 69 mind, & man such es Joge Plgusras of Coste Rica.

Zlegall:s I car’t tell youln Flguares' ocsse, YThere was "ne of“lce
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withlin the sgancy thet la lator yesrs was quite close to Figueras
and athors ~° tha batin Amarionsn 11barals, sn? L'm sure those
.c“ntactn oxtstad »b the tlwe Af the Gustoewelan Ineldoent, They
ware not, I thin@, viry sotive, ant I heve little recnll ctin
nf sur recoiving Intelligence as t» the stato of minA of these
Latin Amsrican liborals =- and I'm waing the trrm’liberal’hare to
telk about g:ople like Plgueres sho are 4afinitely non~C6mmun!at;
but slightly loft of centor,

Kow, we ware ln tsuch, of cnurse, with aoverninalelamﬂnts
15 bath ¥onduras snd Yicarsgua, as adjrining eountries, a9 we ¥new
pretty well wtet thalr views were. O°f odurse, the Hiecarazua
regime was Somoza, and well to the right.nd Bhe YIandurag governe
mont abt that mament, as T remexber, was rather sheky., T think
tt's politlcal complaxinn was moderately, mlldly nro-US at that
seint. W@ were comeernsd sbout the attitule of Yaxico. The
Maxican governmént was falrly critiocal of the attaok on frbénz.
But be yond sthese immsdlately surrrunting emsuntriesn, I just plain
Asn't romsmbar how wmuch onntact thare was, Y'm surs there was

s>m, but L don't know how uuch.

o«

Q: s far es the Arbenz forces wont, 413 he have eny" hing at theat
tiwe sinllar t» the gusrilla forcos which tha Communliats

subsacueatly dsvelnp 42

Sisgell: ¥ot thst I was sware of, I think ths anaver is, nd. 44/
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